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and soul to the work, and asked them to remove untouchability. Their re-
ligion instructed them not to hate anybody. He appealed to them to spin at
least half an hour daily and wear hand-woven khaddar. He was sorry to say
that very few people had come with khaddar on even now. They should
understand their work and spin on the charkha. He further urged them to
send their sons and daughters to national schools. Referring to the purse, he said
that the money presented to him would not be used for him, but would be
spent in charkha and looms and hence he appealed to them to subscribe the
promised amount1. There was no use seeing him or hearing his speech. If
they promised to do that, it would be of immense profit to them and their
country. He hoped and prayed that his instructions would be carried out.

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 9-5-1925
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May 8, 1925

In the course of his speech, Mahatmaji said it pained him very much
to find that some of them were not clad in khaddar. He wanted to speak
to them about three things and he was confident that, if they translated his
message into practice, swaraj would come to them automatically. The first
thing to be followed in this connection was that the Hindus and Mahomedans
should live in complete harmony. They should be tolerant towards each other
and love each other. Mahatmaji emphasized that the curse of untouchability
should go. Finally, he strongly urged the audience to wear khaddar and to
take to the spinning-wheel. It might not be necessary for them to spin for
their livelihood but, if they were to stop the huge drain of the country's
wealth, they should spin at least half an hour a day. He hoped that under
the able guidance of Dr. Prafulla Chandra they would soon learn to spin and
give up foreign cloth. He had heard that the barbers and washermen of the
place would not serve Namasudras. This was untouchability. The essence
of the Hindu religion was truth, non-violence and love. For barbers and
washermen not to serve Namasudras was not love, but hatred.

The Hindu, 9-5-1925

1 Dr. Prafulla Chandra Ghosh had earlier referred to a target of Rs. 15,000.
2Malikanda was the venue of a khadi  exhibition.   Gandhiji's speech
was in Hindi, but was rendered into Bengali.
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